> NEWSLETTER <«

Winnsboro Branch
705 Prairie Street
Winnsboro, LA 71295

PRAIRIE STREET in front of Franklin Parish Library's newly rencvaled storefront was covered
by a thin sheet of ice Monday afternoon. Dangerously cold lemperatures occurred in Northeast
Louisiana through Wednesday with windchills approaching near zero. Low temperatures along
with icy conditions closed parish schools, some businesses and the library. (Sun pholo by Joe
Curtis)

Wisner Branch
129 Fort Scott Street
Wisner, LA71378
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FRANKLIN PARISH LIBRARY

Library visits increase
20 percent during 2023

By Joe Curtis
jeecurtis@franklinsun.com

Visits to the Franklin Parish
Library increased by 2053
percent in 2023 compared o
2022, acconding to Director
Kayla Shirley.

Ewven with a major con-
struction project in full swing
throwghout the year, library
visits jumped to 10284 from
2022's total of 8,532,

Shirley was pleasantly sur-
prised by the number,

“1 was worried about (vis-
itor numbers) because of the

construction, and we hal a
It people calling wondering
when we were going 1o open

back up.” Shirkey said. “But,

we were never closed.”

The construction project was
a renovation o the library's
three historic downlown sione-
Fromits. The renovation averall
went smoothly, but construc-
tion crews had a few compli-
cations when dealing with the
100-year-old building, accond-
ing 1o Leslie Young. library
board president.

The swecfront cnimnce re-
ceived a total makeover, along

with new historically-compati
e colors to the fromt

“We wanted fo have a fun
color at the Learning Center.
The library is a more tradition-
al cream, and the genealogy is
a great hue,” Young explained
in oa previous Sun inerview.
“They will all have black trim.
The windows are framed with
old world bronze which is a
black trim. It will be really
sharp with it is completed.”

New windows were alswo in-
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>>> GENEALOGY SPOTLIGHT

Did you know we have a genealogy department full of
Franklin Parish history?

Starting in March, there will be a designated staff
member working in the genealogy department 5 days a
month to help you research family history, view
microfilm from editions of the Franklin Sun as far back
as 1928, and find documents that may help you in
answering family or Franklin Parish historical queries.
The items in our collection may not be removed from
the building, but you're able to sit down in the reading
room with them while you're here.

Our collection is always growing thanks to items
donated by members of our community throughout the
years.

Our front door is officially open! You can now come in the front or the back door to visit us.
Check out books, audiobook cds, DVDs, read newspapers or magazines, research family history, or get help setting up your Cloud Library to access digital audiobooks and
ebooks on your own device. Our public computers, printers, copy machine, and Wi-Fi services are also available.
I


https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100089086472132&mibextid=LQQJ4d

NEW TO GIRGULATION

SEE SOMETHING THAT MIGHT INTEREST YOU?

Click on the cover image to go directly to the online card catalog to find out more

or reserve it today!

>>>CHRISTIAN FICTION
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These are obviously not all of the new titles added this month.
Want to see what else we have on the shelves? Search our digital card catalog.

Scan the QR code to the right or go to franklinparishlibrary.org and click on the card catalog.
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>>> WESTERN FICTION
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https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100089086472132&mibextid=LQQJ4d
https://franklinparishlibrary.booksys.net/opac/fpl/index.html#/details/102152
https://franklinparishlibrary.booksys.net/opac/fpl/index.html#/details/102087
https://franklinparishlibrary.booksys.net/opac/fpl/index.html#/details/102077
https://franklinparishlibrary.booksys.net/opac/fpl/index.html#/details/102151
https://franklinparishlibrary.booksys.net/opac/fpl/index.html#/details/102049
https://franklinparishlibrary.booksys.net/opac/fpl/index.html#/details/102107
https://franklinparishlibrary.booksys.net/opac/fpl/index.html#/details/102164
https://franklinparishlibrary.booksys.net/opac/fpl/index.html#/details/102167
https://franklinparishlibrary.booksys.net/opac/fpl/index.html#/details/102161
https://franklinparishlibrary.booksys.net/opac/fpl/index.html#/details/102162
https://franklinparishlibrary.booksys.net/opac/fpl/index.html#/details/102059
https://franklinparishlibrary.booksys.net/opac/fpl/index.html#/details/102158
https://franklinparishlibrary.booksys.net/opac/fpl/index.html#/details/102199
https://franklinparishlibrary.booksys.net/opac/fpl/index.html#/details/102128
https://franklinparishlibrary.booksys.net/opac/fpl/index.html#/details/102126
https://franklinparishlibrary.booksys.net/opac/fpl/index.html#/details/102142
https://franklinparishlibrary.booksys.net/opac/fpl/index.html#/details/102139
https://franklinparishlibrary.booksys.net/opac/fpl/index.html#/details/102234
https://franklinparishlibrary.org/
https://franklinparishlibrary.org/
https://franklinparishlibrary.org/

>>> DONATED AS MEMORIALS OR IN HONOR OF LOVED ONES, EVENTS, OR SPECIAL MOMENTS
" Heep all, Special thoughts and, memonied for lifetimes to came. Share thede keepsakes with othend to
indpine hope and, build, fom the past, which can bridge to. the futune. " Iattie Stepanek,
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If you'd like to purchase a memorial or book in honor of a loved one, friend,
pet, or celebrated moment, we have a selection of books that may be

purchased from or you can request a specific item.
Give us a call or come see us at the Winnsboro branch (318) 435-4336
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>>> JANUARY WALL OF HEROES SPOTLIGHT

Wesley David Taylor Kendrick E. Short Gertrude R. Baxter
Army-Sergeant Army - Specialist Women's Army Corps /
Wwi Operation Iraqi Freedom Air Force Sergeant

Did you or a loved one serve in our armed forces during a war, conflict, or battle? To be featured on our permanent Wall
of Heroes, stop by to see us or give us a call for more information. We appreciate our local Veterans & all they've
sacrificed for us.

FRANKLIN PARISH LIBRARY @

franklinparishlibrary.org



https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100089086472132&mibextid=LQQJ4d
https://franklinparishlibrary.booksys.net/opac/fpl/index.html#/details/99405
https://franklinparishlibrary.booksys.net/opac/fpl/index.html#/details/99806
https://franklinparishlibrary.booksys.net/opac/fpl/index.html#/details/95289
https://franklinparishlibrary.booksys.net/opac/fpl/index.html#/details/101992
https://franklinparishlibrary.booksys.net/opac/fpl/index.html#/details/100708
https://franklinparishlibrary.booksys.net/opac/fpl/index.html#/details/99688
https://franklinparishlibrary.booksys.net/opac/fpl/index.html#/details/101990
https://franklinparishlibrary.booksys.net/opac/fpl/index.html#/details/101577
https://franklinparishlibrary.org/

UPCOMING VIRTUAL
e AUTHOR TALKS

FEBRUARY 8, 7 PM
Virtual Author Talk: Tessa Bailey

Register Here \ »

FEBRUARY 20, 3 PM
Virtual Author Talk: Jason Mott
Register Here

(

FEBRUARY 28, 1 PM
Virtual Author Talk: Kim Scott

Register Here \ »

DINNERS
WITH RUTH

MARCH 6, 3 PM
Virtual Author Talk: Nina Totenberg

Register Here \ » l

NINA TOTENBERG
NPR Logat Affeirs Correspandent

FRANKLIN PARISH LIBRARY

franklinparishlibrary.orqg



https://libraryc.org/franklinparishlibrary/42094
https://libraryc.org/franklinparishlibrary/42094
https://libraryc.org/franklinparishlibrary/42095
https://libraryc.org/franklinparishlibrary/42096
https://libraryc.org/franklinparishlibrary/42097
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100089086472132&mibextid=LQQJ4d
https://franklinparishlibrary.org/

> UPCOMING VIRTUAL e
AUTHOR TALKS W PAOLINI

MARCH 14, 3 PM
Virtual Author Talk: Christopher Paolini

Register Here \ »

MARCH 21, 6 PM
Virtual Author Talk: Madeline Miller

Register Here \ »

You can see all of our upcoming author
talks and watch videos from past author
talks on our website:
https://libraryc.org/franklinparishlibrary

OTHER UPCOMING EVENTS <<<
OUR NEXT STORYWALK IS COMING SOON!

SUMMER READING PLANNING IS ALREADY
UNDERWAY FOR THIS SUMMER!

OPEN HOUSE EVENT COMING SOON TO
CELEBRATE THE COMPLETION OF
CONSTRUCTION!

FRANKLIN PARISH LIBRARY

franklinparishlibrary.org

Winnsboro Branch Wisner Branch
705 Prairie Street 129 Fort Scott Street
Winnsboro, LA 71295 Wisner, LA71378

Open: Monday through Friday

Open: Tuesday & Thursday


https://libraryc.org/franklinparishlibrary/42098
https://libraryc.org/franklinparishlibrary/42098
https://libraryc.org/franklinparishlibrary/42099
https://libraryc.org/franklinparishlibrary
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100089086472132&mibextid=LQQJ4d
https://franklinparishlibrary.org/

DO YOU HAVE ANY
YEARBOOKS YOU'D LIKE
TO DONATE?

Do you have any old yearbooks from a
Franklin Parish school, past or present,
that you could donate to the library?

We'd like to build upon our Franklin
Parish Schools collection in our
genealogy room. We'd love to include
them in our collection so they can be
shared for years to come.
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Our current collection:

e Crowville School:
1964, 1977, 1978, 1979, 2014, 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021, 2022, 2023
* Franklin Academy:
1995, 1996, 1997, 1998, 1999, 2000
* Fort Necessity School:
1977, 1994, 2000, 2003, 2004, 2007, 2008, 20171, 2015, 2016, 2019, 2020,
2021, 2022
* Gilbert School:
2012, 2013, 2015, 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021, 2022
e Winnsboro Upper Elementary:
1973-74
e Winnsboro Jr. High:
1975, 1976, 1977
e Winnsboro High School:
1945, 1946, 1947, 1948, 1956, 1957, 1958, 1959, 1963, 1964, 1977, 1978, 1979,
1980, 1986, 1987
e Wisner High School:
Seniors: 1987
1946, 1971, 1972, 1977, 1980. 1981, 1982, 1983, 1984, 1986

We'd like to thank everyone who has donated so
far! We're excited to continue growing this portion
of our Franklin Parish Collection.
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“LADY CHOPS" gets childeen involved in making music.

-8 | ‘Lady Chops’ returns
:.,ui:::::g:;;bf inown as “Lacy Chops’, erferiains at Franklin Parish Librarg. (Photos fOI‘ the hOlldﬂyS

Children of all ages made music with “Lady Chops™ when she returned to
Franklin Parish Library in Winnshoro for an encore presentation during the
Christras holidays.

“Lady Chops”, percussionist Elizabeth Vidos, first joined the library for an
event during the Summer Reading Program,

Children present for the recent program, as in the summer event, were given
the chamce to get their hands ona vaniety of percussion instruments, They played
viest frottiers (rubboards), spoons, marscas and vanous dnims.

The Franklin Parish Library"s main branch, which has recently been undergo-
ing & remodeling and building restoration project, is located at 705 Praine in
dowmntown Winmshoro is open Monday through Friday from 8 am. 10 5 pom
The Wisner Branch is located at 129 Fort St. in Wisner is open on Tuesdays and
Thursdays from 8 to 5 pom_, closing for lunch on those days from 12:30 1o 130
[0,

The Franklin Parish Library's stated mission is, in pant, “to foater a life-long
lowe of reading in all its patrons, facilitate research and study, to ensure equal
access and service to all, and to enrich the panish by providing apponunities for
information, education, culture, recreation, inspirations, and imagination "™

PERCUESION INSTRUMENTS of all shapes and sizes are explored at The Franidin Parish
Library

S0UMD AMD rhythm are disoussed with "Lady Chops”™ at the Franklin Pansh Library.




YOUNG READERS six-year-o

www.franklinsun.com
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The Franklin Sun

Philips check out the story posted along Prairie

Street as part of StoryWalk sponsored by Franklin Parish Library, Winnsboro Main Street and Winnsboro-Franklin Chamber
of Commerce. Joining them for the reading adventure is their sitter, Eliza Maughon. Kent and Kai are the children of local
business owner Luke Philips. There are a few days left to take advantage of the experience which runs until the end of De-
cember. (Sun photos by Monica Huff)

PRAIRIE STREET in front of Franklin Parish Library's newly renovated storefront was covered
by a thin sheet of ice Monday afternoon. Dangerously cold temperatures occurred in Northeast
Louisiana through Wednesday with windchills approaching near zero. Low temperatures along
with icy conditions closed parish schools, some businesses and the library. (Sun photo by Joe

Curtis)

Library visits increase
20 percent during 2023

By Joe Curtis
joecurntis@ franklinsun.com

Visits to the Franklin Parish
Library increased by 2053
percent in 2023 compared w
2022, according to Direcior
Kayla Shirley.

Even with a major con-
struction project in full swing
throughout the year, library
visits jumped to 10,284 from
2022s wotal of § 532,

Shirley was pleasantly sur-
prised by the number,

“1 was worricd about (vis-
itor numbers) because of the

construction, and we had a
lot people calling wondering
when we were going © open
back up.” Shirley said. “But,
we were never closed.”

The construction project was
a renovation to the library’s
three historic downtown store-
fronts, The renovation overall
went smoothly, but construc-
tion crews had a few compli-
cations when dealing with the
100-year-old building, accond-
ing to Leslie Young, library
hoard president,

The storefront entrance re-
ceived a total makeover, along

with new historically-compati-
ble colors to the front.

“We wanted to have a fun

eodor at the Learning Center.
The library is a more tradition-
al cream, 1

i the genealogy is

a great hue,” Young explained
in a previous Son interview.
“They will
The windows are [ramed with
old world bronze which is a
black trim. It will be really
sharp with it is completed.”

all have black trim.

Mew windows were also in-

See LIBRARY
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stalled with plate windows on
the lower level and transom
windows above new canopies.
Meanwhile, 2022 statewide
numbers were recently pub-
lished in “Public Librmries in
Louisiana: Statistical Report™
and also showed an increase.
The state’s public libraries re-
corded more than nine million
visits and patrons checked ou
ilems more than 46 million
times, making  double-digit
growih over the prior year.
“Public libraries are so im-
portant 1o the communities
they serve.” said Lt. Gov, Billy
Mungesser. “The proof is there
in black and white when you

look at these stats, Our librar-
s are true community hubs
with so many different and
invaluable services. A vibrant
state needs vibrant public li-
braries, and we have that here
in Louisiana,”

In-person visits 1o the 334
public library locations and
20 bookmobiles across  the
state dropped steeply during
the pandemic when stay-at-
home orders were in place.
However, visiis have sieadily
increased since 2020,

Additionally, Franklin Par-
ish Library showed a 4.01
percent increase in circulation
from the prior vear. Circula-

tion is anvthing a pairon bor-
row’s from the facility such as
books or DYDs, according to
Shirley.

2023 circulation numbers
totaled 49252 compared 1o
20225 47,353,

Topping the books that lo-
cal patrons checked out were
“Where The Crawdad’s Sing”
by Delin Owens, “1 Can Be

Anything™ by Neville Asiley,

“Dog Man: A Tale Of Two
Kiitties™ by Dav Pilkey and
“Throne of Glass™ by Sarah J.
Maas.,

Use of electronic resources
have also continued to grow
statewide and at home. Pub-
lic computer use increased by
7.75 percent or 2,184 in Frank-
lin Parish Library. In 2022,
computers were used 2027
times.

Wi-Fi use increased by near-
Iy 20 percent at the local hi-
brary to 1477,

Throughout Lowisiana, pa-
trons used public library com-
puters 1.8 million times and
logged on to Wi-Fi 4.7 million
times in 2022,

figures clearly show
sm for all
the services libraries provide,
especially when you consider
that Louisiana’s population is
about 4.5 million people” said
State Librarian Meg Placke.
“We say it all the time: the
modern library is more than
Just a place to check out books
and the best part is, these
services are offered free of
charge.”

There were 2.4 million li-
brary card holders in Louisi-
ana, almost 54 percent of the

state, according o the 2022 re-
port, Librarians answered 2.5
million reference guestions in
person and online.

Some 2.1 million people at-
tended almost 75000 in-per-
son and virtual events hosted
by public libraries. Electronic
databases were accessed al-
most 26 million times by Li-
brary card holders,

More than 72000 items
were borrowed by patrons
from their home library from
another library through the In-
terlibrary Loan System.
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THANKS TO OUR FRIENDS AT THE FRANKLIN SUN FOR THESE
GREAT ARTICLES!

You can read these articles & more on their website:

https://www.hannapub.com/franklinsun/



https://www.hannapub.com/franklinsun/

THE FRANKLIN
SUN HAS BEEN
SHARING NEWS
ABOUT THE
FRANKLIN
PARISH LIBRARY
SINCE 1950.

| paria demenitrallon Weraey
n Winpikars wikth o bedsch
In "Wisner amd - Teolssbile
eracind 1krodghoyl (e pariih
Fallowing the con yeas's trial
{:""?"‘ b #mall rmiflage s
:\'“Id o i “ireil-
Fukion

Lol

Franklin Library Set
For Nov. Opening;
Committee to Meet

Elghd thousand and thies hundred Booka ATl srrles
Frankkin Friday, Hovember 14 for 12 patish demanatrakion
oMot Mo ke g Ltcyiee
Mi nlkew 1fettman, | an
L gt gatabtishrent will.-be opered 1o the g

mosti

Flepair sl snalving will. by com-
plebed 2 LS wantli and The -

M o Tohn T. O'Brien, jury prise

flent and ex-odfizin mennber
af the board, Lhe group =il
Inelude: Jim C. Sult.?ﬁllﬂ- Hi-
ceaalsy; 4. B Tesgde, Wisner,
W. ¥. Cuney, (Gilberi George
PBaukin, Darkin, asd Mre T
B, Adimg, Winniao, Tea
gommillias will comwene lon-
afacy :\.iﬂi:l. _I1. Tﬂl:l_ I!'t'lmm

".. . No doubt success of the
rary) demonstration in Frank-
owes miuch 1o the excellent
erage you have given it, both

Sincerely yours, =
ESSAE MARTHA CULVER, |
State Librarian, |

icdabara.
A cinpulsr arfveway Ba frest o -

e . my T e T
G franklin's Mew 10,000-Book Library OF .
o et B st i - 1 iys i

W. A Hatlon, ward #ight police juzor, b showm chech:
cut the dfirst bookl frem e reently cpened Fraakiln 'IIhnT.E_»ﬁ
Miss Beniee Hedtman, Librarian, is giviag Me. Hatlon a fiw
peinters ed magpesiion is 1he use of the Eaitabion,
eidleg pa g ABuR Prate by Lows B Westerbourg)

= e e -
: Tt S LA & et a1 : 4 5 o marwrly eslablishasd Fru
i3 arg of wors L hits
ke 4p 1he eulminstion of b yeil ey i3 The whi
m'u: o aeprsd 15p doers ba 1he publiz Tutsdey m;r 4oq schiool e ix open Mo
ilzl-..br!:-.:.: e caied tceelately Wt ol Uhe Winastears Srn ;
[ty e bocml =1 f ;
m,-“_l.:-.'-':r:.du;.' foviss: 10 mo b 3 {um Phota by Louls e Whesi




